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valuable co-operation of Dr. Lory Marsh, of this town, whose
suggestions I very willingly adopted. Tolerably large doses
of iodide of potassium, accompanied with small ones of
digitalis, were successfully administered, and the dropsical
effusion gradually subsided. The state of irritability, how-
ever, continued (in this particular also both cases being
alike) ; and Dr. Marsh wished small doses of hydrate of 
chloral to be administered, under which treatment I was ’,
glad to observe both patients progress. I may here observe
that this condition of irritability, from its being frequently
present during the periods of dentition and lactation, is
designated among the working classes &deg; teatiness"-a pro-
vincialism which may be a derivative from teat or teeth, or
more probably a corruption of testiness; and is far from
being an agreeable adjunct to the disease in one’s examina-
tion of the case, unless the medical man is a stoic, or is
endued with an angelic temper. The hydrate of chloral
was found to be a valuable calmative remedy, and the pro-
gress of the disease so far gave every indication of a favour-
able termination. The subsidence of the dropsical effusion,
the increase in the urinary secretion and the absence from
it of both blood and albumen, the restoration of tranquillity
to the nervous system, and the return of appetite, were all
indications of a rapid return to health.
On the night of the 26th of July, the twenty-second day
from the commencement of the fever, the child was so far
recovered as to ask for a crust of dry bread, which he ate
eagerly, and without manifesting any pain or difficulty in
swallowing. On the following day he enjoyed a very hearty
dinner, consisting of beef-steak, bread, tapioca pudding,
and some vegetable marrow. On visiting my patient about
3 P.M., I found him sitting up in bed and looking very
cheerful, and congratulated his family upon his remarkable
improvement. I had left his bedroom scarcely more than
a few seconds when I was recalled, and was surprised to
find the pillow soaked with blood, which I saw issuing in
jets from the right meatus, evidently arterial. Cold was
instantly applied to the bead, and the aperture was plugged
with a dossil of lint, which appeared to control the haemor-
rhage. I left, giving orders to continue the cold applica-
tion, and was under the impression that, although there
must have occurred a rupture of the membrana tympani,
only some little branch of an artery had given way, and
that the bleeding, from the bony encasement in which the
vessel was enshrouded, would be readily checked. A few
hours afterwards I was hurriedly sent for, having been in-
formed that the child had vomited a large quantity of blood
in the interim. My son, who had seen the case, told me
that there was at least eight or ten ounces of arterial blood
in the basin, and that blood was also mixed with the motions.
Ice was ordered, and doses of the tincture of sesquichloride
of iron ; but evidently without benefit, for, upon seeing him
about 11 A.M. on the following day (the 28th), and remov-
ing the dossil of lint from the ear, arterial blood began to
flow, but not in jets. The child was blanched, and it was
therefore too clear that some large vessel had given way,
probably the internal carotid, and that the blood had found
a passage through the Eustachian tube into the stomach.
In the course of the day a return of the vomiting soon
brought the scene to a close.
Dr. Marsh, who has had a considerable amount of ex-
perience in cases of infantile diseases, informs me that he
has never met with a similar case, and he believes it to be
rare, and worthy of being placed on record. I am not aware
that any amount of sagacity could have prevented an un-
favourable termination in this case. The father of the boy,
a most intelligent mechanic, who saw that the treatment
recommended from time to time was implicitly carried out,
was perfectly satisfied that the case was beyond all human
control, and that the medical attendants had very diligently
performed all that could have been required of them.
Nottingham, Aug. 18iO.
CHLORAL HYDRATE IN LABOUR.
BY J. GERSON DA CUNHA, M.R.C.S. ENG.
SINCE the day chloral hydrate arrived at Bombay, I
have been in the habit of prescribing it in sundry forms of
disease, and altogether I must have given it to between
fifty and sixty different cases. It will answer really no pur-
pose to make an array of all my cases, which would simply
amount to repeating here the observations already published
by others, and perhaps weary the reader. There is, how-
ever, one therapeutic use of chloral which I do not find re-
ported in any of the medical periodicals I have read; and
therefore I venture to forward the following notes for in-
sertion in THE LANCET.
On July 15th, at 4 A.M., I attended Mrs. R-, aged
twenty, a very slender and delicate-looking woman, preg-
nant with her second child at term. She was seized with
labour pains on the previous morning, which returned at
long intervals, and were inefficient. She felt much exhausted.
Os dilated to the size of a half-crown piece. I ordered a dose
of opium, and returned to see her at 10 A.M., at which time
she was very restless. Seeing no benefit produced by the
opium, I gave her half a drachm of chloral hydrate, to be
repeated within two hours in case she could not obtain rest.
Soon after taking the dose she fell into a profound sleep,.
and on awaking, about four hours after, the pains became
more active, and she was delivered within ten minutes of ’a
fine healthy child. Both mother and baby are doing well.
About a week after I was called upon to see Mrs. B-, a
Parsee lady, in her fourth pregnancy and third labour. Her
previous accouchements were all tedious. Her age is twenty-
five. Had been in labour a day and a night. Pains lingering.
Os dilated to the extent of a florin. From my former expe-
rience I gave her half a drachm of chloral, which procured
a deep sleep. She awoke six hours afterwards, and within a
quarter of an hour gave birth to a male child. She is in
excellent health.
On Aug. 1st, at 11 A.M., I was sent for to see N- J-,
aged seventeen, a primipara. She was hysterical; had been
in labour thirty hours. Pains had made no progress ; they
recurred at intervals of thirty and forty minutes. She felt
much fatigued, and was dispirited. Os dilated to the size of
a florin. I lost no time in giving a dose of chloral. She
slept for three hours, and on awaking had two strong pains,
which terminated her delivery. Placenta followed about
ten minutes after.
These cases I do not pretend to say will establish a
rule, but the constancy of result can hardly be the work
of chance, although tested in only three cases. The effi-
ciency of the pains, restored by repose obtained through the
use of hydrate of chloral better than any other hypnotic I
have tried, seems to indicate how important the use of this
drug might prove in more experienced hands than mine,
while I shall content myself with bearing my testimony in
favour of a drug which is still sub judice.
There is only one remark more to be made. It is stated’
by some authorities that the chloral hydrate is a nauseous
drug, and that the first dose is almost invariably rejected.
I am not acquainted yet with a single instance in which it
was rejected; on the contrary, some of my patients liked its
taste. I do not know, I am sure, whether individual or
climatic circumstances have anything to do in rendering it
more palatable; but the fact is not an unimportant one to-
be here recorded.
Bombay, August 15th, 1870.
DISLOCATION OF THE FEMUR INTO THE
OBTURATOR FORAMEN OF FIFTY-FOUR
DAYS’ STANDING REDUCED BY MANI-
PULATION.
BY J. WM. MACDONALD, L.R.C.S. E., &c.
J. A-, a boy six years of age, while in the act of throw-
ing a stone, fell backwards upon a heap of rubbish and
injured his right hip. He was carried home, and a bone-
setter’s advice sought, who applied a plaster over the
affected joint. Matters, however, growing worse, his parents
took the lad to a hospital, and were informed that the case was
one of hip-joint disease, and that it would grow worse and
worse until the use of the limb would be completely lost.
He was brought to me on May 26th, 1869, seven weeks
and five days after the accident. On examination, I found
the limb elongated to the extent of an inch and a half. This
was ascertained by measuring from the anterior superior
